
Hello. My name is Jeff Keuntjes. Before we embark upon this learning adventure, I'd like 
to share a little information with you about myself. I grew up in central Wisconsin, where 
my interests and hobbies included most anything outdoors related to the season of the 
year, including hunting, fishing, sports, skiing. In high school, for example, I played 
football and golf.  
 
Academically, it seemed math related subjects were my strength, but I also developed 
an early interest in economic and political issues. I suppose much of that came from 
conversations with my mother and my grandfather, who both kept themselves very 
informed about national and international current events.  
 
During my senior year of high school, I had the opportunity to attend a Badger football 
game, and it was on that day that my decision of which college to attend was made. 
Yes, it would be UW Madison.  
 
At UW Madison, I earned bachelors degrees in economics and political science, while 
also working part time jobs, where I gained hands on knowledge of business 
administration and sales. After my undergraduate studies, I continued at UW Madison 
and the Wisconsin School of Business to earn an MBA in finance investment and 
banking.  
 
My degrees from UW Madison have definitely been a springboard for my professional 
career. I have worked in business administration and management for over 20 years in 
a variety of organizations, including health, education and manufacturing. These 
organizations have included publicly traded companies, privately owned companies, 
non-profits and governmental entities. I've also had the opportunity to work in several 
foreign countries, including long term assignments in France and Saudi Arabia.  
 
My early career involves roles such as financial and business analyst, where I 
researched and analyzed business metrics and econometric data. Mid-career, I served 
in the roles of controller and director of finance for fast growth companies seeking 
venture capital to sustain their growth. In later career, I served as vice president of 
finance for a publicly traded company, where our operations were subject to securities 
and Exchange Commission review and external audits. In these roles, i worked with 
employee health plan design, business systems development, financial operations 
management, and strategic planning.  
 
After reflecting on my professional career, I decided I wanted to be able to share my 
work experience and expertise in a university teaching capacity. I find that teaching 
business and economics topics is also a great way for me to stay current on political 
and economic developments that impact these areas, and I encourage you to read 
business journals and news articles about the topics we cover in this course, as you will 
find relevance of what we cover in the course to daily news and events.  
 
With that, welcome to the course. I look forward to working with you on all the material 
and welcome your thoughts and input as we move ahead. 


