
 
 
 

 

 
 

Important note: Transcripts are not substitutes for textbook assignments. 
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Hello, and welcome to the course! I am very happy to be working with you 
this semester. We have a lot in store that will surely build upon your current 
nursing practice and look at clinical care in some new ways. It's exciting to 
see students from across a variety of backgrounds and specialties, and I 
always appreciate the commitment that you as nurses in this course bring to 
patient care roles and our studies. I value the diversity of experiences shared 
among all of us and I hope the content in this course and our shared 
discussions will help you become even stronger nurses and patient 
advocates ... and I think we will have some fun along the way. 
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So, I'll start things off with a brief bio about me. I have been a nurse for 20 
years, working in psychiatric intensive care for much of my clinical nursing 
experience. Prior to being a nurse, I served with a domestic Peace Corps-type 
program in a faith-based organization. Here, I worked with a homeless 
assistance agency called Chrysalis in the Skid Row of Los Angeles, and then 
an HIV ministry in New York City started by some free-spirited Franciscan 
friars back in the early 1990s. This really provided the building blocks for my 
entry into nursing and working with complex and vulnerable populations. 
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A little more on that. I have a background in community health, mental 
health, health promotion, and all things science-geeky. I began working at 
UW-Milwaukee in 2010 and taught clinical courses in psych and community 
health for a number of those years when I first came aboard. I have been 
teaching this course with the BSN@Home program online since we first 
offered it in 2014 and continue to enjoy the team I teach with and the 
students who take the course. Education-wise, I earned a PhD in Health 
Administration in 2010, with focus on grassroots programs within urban 
environments, namely in Chicago and Milwaukee. I recently started at 
Northwestern - in a certification program in "Healthcare Informatics for 
Clinicians" - sparked by my teaching the online Healthcare Information 
Technology course I teach here. My work and research focuses on my 
interests in creating EHRs that are interoperable among free clinics, mobile 
health units and other clinics, and hospitals serving the homeless and under-
served. 
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I would describe my style as interactive and approachable, and I look forward 
to working with you. I check the online classroom and my email often. 
Personal-wise, I have a son who just turned 22 and is in his final semester at 
UW in computer science, a husband who works at UW-Parkside, two male 
rescue kittens, and 2 nieces who spend a lot of time with us. I also enjoy 
long-distance running but seem to be at a "getting back into shape" phase. 
Please provide a brief bio of your own in the "Introduce Yourself" forum - this 
is a great way to break the ice and bring some personality into the online 
forum. I do read and reply to all.  
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Since I work remotely, I was not able to make it to Madison to record a video, 
but still wanted to provide a visual of myself - here is a photo from my 
birthday this summer. I am looking forward to learning more about each one 
of you! My contact information is also provided on this slide. For clarification 
of assignments, please use the Ask the Professor forum, so the information 
can be shared among all students - many times the same question is asked 
by several. If specific concerns come up, please feel free to email me at 
gehring3@uwm.edu. I am also happy to arrange phone calls should the need 
arise.  
Thanks, and welcome! And by the way, I am comfortable with keeping things 
on a first-name basis in this course, since we are all nurses, so feel free to 
address me as Michelle.  
 


